SPEECHES

was the father of the bomb. Their procedure was
simple with the simplicity of the highest detective
genius. When they heard of a respectable-sized dacoity,
they immediately began to reason it out. They said,
""Now why are there so many dacoities in the land?
Obviously, the lathi fathered the bomb and the bomb
fathers the dacoities. \Mio have lathis? The Samitis.
Therefore it is proved. The Samitis are the dacoits."
Our efficient police have always sho\vn a wonderful
ability. Generally when a dacoity is committed, the
police are nowhere near. They have not altered that;
the golden rule still obtains. They are not to be
found when the dacoity takes place. They only come
up when the dacoity is long over and say, "Well
this is the work of the National volunteers/3 They
look round to see what is the nearest Samiti and, if
they find any which has been especially active in
furthering Swadeshi, they say, "Here is the Samti"
And if there is anyone who was somewhat active in
connection, with the work of the Samiti they say at once,
""Well, here is the man/' And if he is a boy of any
.age from twelve upwards, so much the better. The
man or boy is instantly arrested and put into hdjaL
After rotting there some days or weeks, the police
can get no evidence and the man has to be released.
That does not frighten the courageous police; they
immediately arrest the next likely person belonging
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